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and, in fact, they are authorised and encouraged by
Government to make such tours, and occasionally
they are expressly deputed by Government to visit a
particular district to inquire and report upon some
difficult question. So upon the whole the members
of the Board lead a pleasant and well-employed life
individually, although they often enjoy collectively
the abuse and enmity of those who are under their
authority; and, on the other hand, the Government
usually takes advantage of the Board's intervention
to give them the discredit of anything that does not
turn out satisfactorily, and to appropriate to itself
the credit of anything that has been done well. So
that the Board still continues to fulfil its old mission
as a convenient screen.

The public generally may be said to mistrust the
Board, partly from its now suspected title, and partly
because it has no proper appreciation of those very
ponderous publications which are known as the Board's
annual reports. The Board prepares and submits to
Government an annual report on each principal subject
that comes under its control. There is the annual
report on the Land Revenue. There are annual
reports on the Excise Department, on the Customs
Department, on Salt, on Opium, on License-Tax,
on Stamps, on Stationery, on the Shipping Office,
and whatever other miscellaneous subject is susceptible
of an annual, report. Parliamentary Blue Books are
light and cheerful reading in comparison with most